Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 01062 231943Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 ISO-OO ACDA-12 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 TRSE-00 /081 W 

110216 240337Z/75 

R 231615Z IAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 701 1 
INFO AMCONSUL HONK KONG 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
CINCPAC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 1062 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: UR, CH, PROP, SOPN 

SUBJECT: SOVIET PRESS ON CHINA 

REF: PEKING 0189 

SUMMARY: SOVIET PRESS IN RECENT DAYS CARRIED SEVERAL ANTI- 
CHINESE ARTICLES. SUBSTANCE OF THESE ARTICLES IS ROUTINE E- 
NOUGH BUT THEIR APPEARANCE NOW IN RAPID SUCCESSION SUGGESTS 
ANOTHER UPSURGE IN CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE CURRENT LEADERS OF 
CHINA, POSSIBLY CONNECTED WITH AN INTENSIFICATION OF POLEMICS 
(AND COMPETITION) RELATING TO THE INDOCHINA FIGHTING AND WITH 
SOVIET EFFORTS TO BLOCK A SINO- JAPANESE PFT. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . LITERARY GAZETTE OF JAN. 1 8 PUBLISHES A VERY LONG ARTICLE 
BY G. BARKOV WHICH.UNDER THE TITLE OF "THE SELF-UNMASKING 
OF PEKING'S PROPAGANDA," SEEKS TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THE CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST THE GANG OF FOUR IN THE NAME OF MAOISM IS A SHAM. BARKOV 
CLAIMS THAT THIS CAMPAIGN REPRESENTS ATTACKS BY ONE GROUP OF 
MAOISTS ON ANOTHER AND CONCLUDES BY ASSERTING THAT MAOISM'S 
"REACTIONARY, CHAUVINIST ESSENCE" REMAINS UNCHANGED, A THEME 
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STRESSED IN CURRENT SOVIET TV SERIES ON CHINA. 

2. IZVESTIYA OF JAN. 20 PUBLISHES A LONG ARTICLE BY G.G. 

NIKOLAEV ATTACKING THE CHINESE THEORY OF "THREE WORLDS." THE 
ARTICLE REPEATS OLD SOVIET CHARGES OF COLLUSION WITH REACTION- 
ARIES AND IMPERIALISTS AGAINST THE DEVELOPING WORLD IN ORDER TO 
ACHIEVE CHINESE "GLOBAL HEGEMONY." NIKOLAEV CITES ALBANIAN 
AND OTHER CRITICISM IN AN EFFORT TO PROVE THAT THIS MAOIST 
POSITION HAS BEEN DISCREDITED NEARLY EVERYWHERE IN THE WORLD. 

3. PARAVDA OF JAN. 21 CARRIES TWO TASS ITEMS ON CHINA. ONE 
REPORTS AN ATTACK BY THE CUBAN PARTY NEWSPAPER GRANMA ON THE 
"MILITARIZATION" OF CHINESE POLICY AND ON PEKING'S ALLEGED MIL- 
ITARY COOPERATION WITH NATO. THE OTHER, A REPORT FROM PEKING, 
CONDEMNS A SPEECH DELIVERED BY TENG HSIAO-PING AT A RECEPTION IN 
PEKING HONORING THE BARRE DELEGATION. TASS REPORTS THAT TENG 
WARNED THE FRENCH OF THE DANGER FROM THE USSR AND CALLED FOR THE 
CREATION OF A UNITED FRONT AGAINST MOSCOW. TENG'S "ABSURD ANTI- 
SOVIET INVENTIONS", ACCORDING TO TASS, ARE "EVIDENCE OF THE 
HOSTILE POLITICAL COURSE OF PEKING TOWARD THE USSR." 

4. COMMENT: WE HAD NOT THOUGHT IT WOULD BE NECESSARY AT THIS 
POINT TO DEMONSTRATE THAT PEKING IS HOSTILE TOWARD THE USSR, 

BUT TASS MAY BE WARNING THOSE WHO MIGHT HAVE SEEN CHINESE "GES- 
TURES" LATE LAST YEAR AS SIGNS OF A GENUINE CHINESE DESIRE TO 
EASE STATE-TO-STATE HOSTILITY. THE CURRENT FLURRY OF ARTICLES 
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CONDEMING PEKING SUGGESTS A POLICY DECISION TO ATTACK FORCE- 
FULLY BOTH CHINESE DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN POLICIES. THE REASONS 
BEHIND SUCH A DECISION ARE NOT CLEAR BUT MAY IN SOME WAY BE 
CONNECTED WITH THE CONTINUED FIGHTING IN INDOCHINA. WE NOTE 
(REFTEL) THAT PEKING HAS STRONGLY CONDEMNED THE SOVIET ROLE IN 
INDOCHINA AND THE TWO SIDES MAY BE MOVING TOWARD AN INTENSIFI- 
CATION OF PROPAGANDA ATTACKS BASED ON MORE OPEN SUPPORT FOR 
THEIR INDOCHINA CLIENTS. IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE THAT MOSCOW IS 
SEEKING BY THIS MEANS TO WARN TOKYO AWAY FROM SIGNING A PFT 
WITH PEKING IN THE WAKE OF THE SODODA VISIT TO MOSCOW. 

MATLOCK 
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